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Every child is entitled to a level of health that permits maximum utilization of educational 
opportunities. It is the policy of the Duval County School District to work cooperatively with the 
Florida Department of Health in Duval County (DOH) to enforce and adhere to public health and 
welfare statutes and regulations. Procedures are established for prevention, control, and 
containment of infectious diseases to ensure that both the rights of the individual and concerns 
of the community are addressed.   
  
The control and eradication of communicable diseases is one of the primary missions of DOH. 
The DOH is charged with detecting disease, treating cases, and preventing the spread of 
disease to new contacts. The communicable disease program relies heavily upon immunization 
for preventable disease and the epidemiological process for detection and control of disease. 
The epidemiological process includes monitoring and surveillance activities, investigation of 
cases, determination of causative factors and possible modes of transmission, identification of 
contacts, and the institution of measures to prevent the spread of infection. The DOH 
coordinates this process in all cases of a public health hazard, including activities of other 
agencies involved in some aspect of public health. 
 
Infectious and Communicable Disease Administrative Procedures  

  
• Florida Law - The authority for infectious disease control in Florida is Chapter 381.0031 F.S., 

64D- 3.046 F.A.C. Section 381.0031, Florida Statutes requires the reporting of diseases of 
public health significance to DOH. Florida Administrative Code Rule 64D-3.029, provides a 
listing of notifiable diseases or conditions to be reported to local county health departments 
and Florida Administrative Code Rule 64D-3.030, addresses notification by Florida licensed 
practitioners.  

• The DOH 
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5. Diseases of public health significance must be reported by the nurse who attends to a 
student infected with these diseases or suspected diseases.  

  
6. If a need occurs to send letters to the parent/guardian about a serious, suspected or 

diagnosed infectious disease, the letter should be reviewed by the DCPS Director of 
School Health Services and school principal.  

  
7. It is not necessary to inform all parents/guardians when a few cases of an infectious 

disease occur, if it is determined that the classroom or school is not at risk for an epidemic. 
The parent/guardian of the affected child will be notified. If a class has three (3) or more 
students with a diagnosed or suspected infectious or communicable disease or condition, 
the Principal, in consultation with the DCPS Director of School Health Services, may 
decide to notify all parents/guardians of the disease outbreak.  

  
8. If an infectious disease epidemic is present, the DCPS 
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Do not release the name of the student with the particular disease to parents/guardians, members 
of the community or even school staff. Only school staff with a legitimate need to know (as 
determined by the principal) should be informed. In general, only the principal or his/her designee, 
shall determine who, if anyone, should have access to student health-related information.  
  
Inadvertent or intentional release of confidential information such as a medical diagnosis in 
association with a student can place the employee and the school district at considerable legal 
risk.   
  
General advice regarding the spread of a disease, prevention of spread and control measures 
can frequently be given without compromising a student’s right to confidentiality.  The School 
District, with direction from DOH, will establish a plan of action based on individual situations.   
  
Universal Precautions and Bloodborne Pathogens 
“Universal Precautions” means protecting oneself from exposure to blood or body fluids and 
treating all blood or body fluids as a potential source of contamination/infection. According to 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) guidelines, all employees should have 
annual training regarding universal precautions, bloodborne pathogens, and biomedical waste 
disposal.   
 
Bloodborne pathogens are infectious microorganisms present in blood that can cause disease in 
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